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ST. PAUL’S EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI

July 12, 2020

WELCOME TO WORSHIP
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. For worshippers 
joining us in person, we are happy you are here. If you have any questions, just ask an 
usher or other volunteer. 
We would love to see just what kind of impact our worship services are making. Please 
fill out our online Connect Card to let us know where you're worshiping from and how 
we might continue to serve you. You can find a link at www.stpaulswr.org/watch. You 
can also contact us via email or phone (churchoffice@stpaulswr.org or 715-421-3634) 
with any questions or prayer requests.

SPECIAL GUIDELINES DURING THE PANDEMIC
Please practice social distancing and good hygiene. The offering plates and friendship 
registers will not be distributed. At the end of the service, please wait to be dismissed.

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY
The Christian is planted by the Word and produces fruit. This Sunday is summarized in 
the Prayer of the Day which thanks God for the implanting of the Word and asks for the 
Spirit’s help. 
The liturgical color1 for this Sunday is green, which represents the growth of our love for 
God, for which we pray today and always.

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2018 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. Used 
by permission: www.wartburgproject.org

Service of the Word. Words and Music: Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal. © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. 
All rights reserved.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719903

“All to Me.” by Scott Jeffries ©2002 Lippencott Music/ASCAP. Published by Worship Today Music Service. Used by 
Permission. CCLI #145043.

Psalm 65. Refrain text: public domain. Verse Text: Michael Morgan © 1999 from Psalter for Christian Wortship, 
Witherspoon Press.  Music: Hal H. Hopson © 2008 Birnamwood/MorningStar Publishers. All rights reserved.  Reprinted 
under OneLicense.net A-719903

1 The liturgical color is found on the pastor's stole and the piece of cloth hanging from the pulpit.
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SERVICE OF THE WORD
Service of the Word draws the believer’s attention to the proclamation of the Gospel in the Word of God.  

WELCOME

OPENING HYMN Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty | CW 255
Verse 1 - Pastors; 2 - Song Leaders; 3 - Women; 4 - Men; 5 - All

Please stand.
CALL TO WORSHIP  
Minister (M): The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 

of the Holy Spirit be with you.
Congregation (C):  And also with you. 

CONFESSION OF SINS
M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as 

his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and 
punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

C:  Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways       
I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting 
in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. 
Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

M:  God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and 
innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are 
his own dear child. May God give you the strength to live according to his will.

C:  Amen. 

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

Praise is the most natural 
Christian response to the 

message of forgiveness. Let 
us praise the Lord today 

and always for the gifts of 
his grace!
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C: All to Me
Song leaders will sing the verses. Please join at “So, I will lift my voice…”

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M:  Let us pray. 

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your Word. By your 
Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy and to bring forth fruits in faith and hope 
and love; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:  Amen.
Be seated
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The Word

FIRST LESSON  Isaiah 55:6-11
The Word accomplishes the purpose for which God sent it.
After the reading, the announcement is made:

M:   The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God!

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 65
Choir will sing refrain once. Then all will repeat the refrain. 

Thereafter, the choir will sing the verses, and all will sing the refrain.

Choir - The praises of Zion, O God, are your due;
Your mercies are countless, our merits are few;
The weight of transgressions your grace will remove,
And give life we cherish, redeemed by your love.

Refrain

Choir - Your strength has established the sea and the plain;
Each day all creation your praise sings again;
The God of salvation, our hope for always,
A shelter in darkness, the light of our days.

Refrain

Choir - The earth’s endless bounty, Lord, let us preserve;
Its richness and splendor we less than deserve;
The cycle of seasons gives sense to the year,
An autumn for harvest, a springtime of cheer!

Refrain
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SECOND LESSON 1 Corinthians 3:5-11
God is the only one who can cause faith to grow.
After the reading, the announcement is made:
M:   The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 

VERSE OF THE DAY
M: Alleluia. The Word is very near to you; 
C: it is in your mouth and in your hearts so you may obey it. Alleluia.  

  (Deuteronomy 30:14)

Please stand.
GOSPEL  Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
The seed of the Word is sown.
After the reading, the announcement is made: 
M:   This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
C:  Praise be to you, O Christ! 
Be seated

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

HYMN Speak, O Savior; I Am Listening |CW 283
Verse 1 - Song Leaders; 2 - Pastors; 3 - Women; 4 - All

SERMON -  GOD’S CHURCH IS UNITED UPON CHRIST

Please stand.
CONFESSION OF FAITH   Apostles’ Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.  He 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From 
there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.
Be seated

The Gospel (not the sermon or a favorite 
hymn) is meant to be the high point of every 
worship service. Jesus speaks and acts! And 

we listen with eager and open hearts.
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THANK OFFERING 
St. Paul’s members offer their first and their best to their Savior in order to support 
the sharing of the Gospel through our church and our worldwide church body, the 
WELS.  Our guests do not need to feel obligated to participate.  If the gospel message 
has moved you to give and you would like an electronic option, you can scan this QR 
code with your mobile phone.  It will connect you with our website’s giving page.

MUSICAL OFFERING  

Please stand.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M: Lord of power and grace, whose eyes are on the righteous and whose ears are 

open to their cry, we thank you for the gifts of your mighty providence.
C: Make us mindful, O Lord, that you have provided us with life, breath, and 

being and are the source of our daily bread.
M: We praise you for the gift of your Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be the 

Savior of the world.
C: Grant that we may believe in him with all our hearts, learning from him the 

great truths of the kingdom to which he bore faithful witness.
M: Grant us your Holy Spirit, that we may produce the fruits of righteousness.
C: Give us unwavering faith, that we might always be ready to do your will.
M: We pray for the nations of the earth. Subdue terror and tyranny everywhere, and 

call forth leaders who acknowledge that you are Lord over all the earth. Bless our 
own land. May it ever follow that which is good and turn from all that which is 
wicked, that our people may prosper in uprightness and integrity. Hear, O Lord, 
our cry for those who are afflicted.

C: Grant them health in body and soul, and save them for your mercy’s sake.
Special prayers and intercessions 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent prayer.

M: Guide and uphold us during our time in this world, and bring us all to our 
heavenly home. Receive these prayers in the name of the Prince of life, Jesus our 
Lord, in whose name we pray as he has taught us:
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done on earth 
as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin 
against us. Lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  
Be seated. 

HYMN      Preach You the Word| CW 544 (Tune 203)
                                                                     Verse 1 - Pastors; 2 - Song Leaders; 3 - Men; 4 – Women; 5 - All
Please stand. 
CLOSING PRAYER 
M:  Let us pray together.
C:  O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful 

people. Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all 
temptation, and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen.

BLESSING
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the 

Lord with gladness. The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face 
shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look on you with favor and (+)   
give you peace.

C:  Amen. 
Be seated.

CLOSING HYMN Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast| CW 324
                                                                                Verse 1 - Pastors; 2 - Song Leaders; 3 - Men; 4 - All

The original tune of this hymn is a 
little unwieldy for most churchgoers. 

Using a more familiar tune will 
hopefully help you to focus on the 

beautiful poetry of this song, rather 
than on the notes you’re singing.
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TAKE HOME QUESTIONS

1. The church is God’s, and he causes it to grow, as Paul says in 1 Corinthians 3:6. 
Where do you see that same idea in the other readings today from Isaiah 55 and 
Matthew 13? In what ways does that bring us comfort as workers in the church?

2. Jesus speaks about four categories of hearers in his parable of the sower and the seed 
from Matthew 13.  We may be tempted to only think of ourselves in the last 
category--those who hear and believe, but that’s not always the case. Reread 
Matthew 13:19-23 to hear Jesus’ description of all four categories again. When have 
you found yourself in the other three caregories?

3. Paul uses two analogies to describe the church in 1 Corinthians 3--growing plants 
and erecting buildings.  What similarities do you see between the two? How is Paul’s 
message to the Corinthian congregation mirrored in each illustration?

4. Paul speaks against divisions in the church in 1 Corinthians. That congregation was 
specifically struggling with playing favorites with pastors. In what ways do you see 
Christianity, Lutheranism, WELS, and St. Paul’s struggling with divisions? What 
comfort and encouragement does Paul give to us?
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
THIS SUNDAY’S BIBLE STUDY
The Business of the Civil Government is not the Church’s Business 
Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 a.m.

ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION OF PASTOR PLAGENZ                 July 26           

Pastor Plagenz’s ordination and installation service is scheduled for Sunday, July 26 at 
4:00 p.m.  We are asking all those who attend the service to wear masks.  The meal that 
follows will be limited to a certain number of people, due to social distancing 
precautions.  Seats will be filled in the following order: Pastor Plagenz’s immediate 
family; visiting pastors and their families; St. Paul’s staff plus leadership and their 
families; St. Paul’s members.  If you would like to help with the celebration, please 
contact Jan Peronto at 715-340-2809 or jkp111310@gmail.com.

DONATE SCHOOL SUPPLIES                                                                July 6 - August 5

The annual Stuff the School Bus community school supply drive is underway, and our 
church is a drop off site. All types of school supplies are accepted.  However, this year’s 
biggest needs are for backpacks, notebooks (in plain colors), folders (in plain colors), 
colored pencils, highlighters, water colors, glue sticks, and scissors. Look for the 
collection area in the welcome center. The supplies will be distributed to families with 
financial need during an event at Lincoln High School on August 16-17.  

VOLUNTEER FOR THE CLOTHING GIVEAWAY                                  August 3-8

Please consider volunteering for our second annual clothing giveaway being held on 
August 6-8. Donation days will be Tuesday and Wednesday, August 4 and 5 from 10:00 
a.m. to 6:00 p.m.  You can help receive and sort donations and/or arrange things in the 
gym.  During the giveaway, you can assist "customers" and/or keep things 
presentable.  We will be taking precautions to avoid the spread of COVID-19, and our 
plans may change if there is a local outbreak.  However, we encourage you to sign up 
and help as you feel comfortable. You can sign up at the table in the Welcome Center or 
online (look for a link under the Serve tab on our website). If you have questions or want 
to volunteer to help, please contact Michelle Gear at 920-784-4643 or 
michellemgear@gmail.com. 

mailto:jkp111310@gmail.com
mailto:michellemgear@gmail.com


11

CALENDAR                               July 12-19

SUNDAY 8:00 AM Worship 
9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria

10:30 AM Worship

MONDAY           11:00 AM Worship for at-risk individuals
6:30 PM Board of Mission Outreach in the Resource Center

TUESDAY 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word

THURSDAY 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop

SUNDAY     8:00 AM Worship 
9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria

10:30 AM Worship
6:30 PM Leadership Council in the Resource Center

UPCOMING EVENTS
July 20 School Graduation and Awards, 6:30 PM
July 21  Willing Workers meeting, 4:00 PM
July 26 Ordination/Installation Service for Pastor Plagenz, 4:00 PM
Aug 2 Confirmation Sunday
Aug 9 Easter 2.0
Aug 16 New Member Welcome/Baptism Affirmations
Aug 23 Celebration of Mr. Pahl’s 40 years in Ministry

OFFERING REPORT

From July 1, 2019 to June 30, 2020
Actual ministry income:  $1,041,773                                                                 
Actual cost of ministry:    $1,045,331          

Mortgage balance:  $1,389,929 
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